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A Psycho-Historical Analysis of the Ceremony of Pledge of
Allegiance and Disrobing in the Abbasid Court Based on the Book
of Al-Rimdun and Al-Tahf

Abstract

While the dominant paradigm in the historiography of the Abbasid Caliphate ()YY-101
AH)has focused mainly on legal, jurisprudential, and institutional dimensions, the
“psychological” and “sensory phenomenological” mechanisms through which power was
experienced and perceived have been ignored. Aiming to explore these hidden layers, this
article examines the ceremonies of “pledge of allegiance” and “disrobing” as precise psycho-
historical tools that were used to represent and establish the transmaterial legitimacy of the
caliphate. Using qualitative analysis and in-depth reading of material reports contained in the
book "Al-Rimdun wa al-Tahf" (attributed to Qadi Rashid ibn Zubair), this research utilizes
Clifford Gates' theoretical framework of "theatrical state" and the new paradigm of "history of
emotions" to explain the role of court material culture and ceremonial staging in the
production of power. The research findings show that these rituals were not formal
ceremonies, but rather purposeful strategies for the systematic production of political
emotions such as awe, fear, and loyalty. Data analysis reveals that the Abbasid court, through
“sensual satiation” and the deconstruction of the symbolic language of clothing, transformed
material objects into ontological extensions of the caliph’s charisma, and in this way
transmitted political will to the body and psyche of the subjects. Finally, the article concludes
that the stability of the Abbasid Caliphate owed more to the psychological conquest of the
audience in the form of a coherent “spectacularism” than to military coercion. The added
value of this research lies in the methodological shift from purely jurisprudential narratives to
a phenomenological understanding of power, which opens up a new horizon in the study of
the cultural history and lived experience of power in the medieval Islamic world.

Keywords: Abbasid Caliphate, Al-Rimdun wal-Tahf, History of Emotions, Material Culture,
Theatrical State, Bay’ah, Khula’at.
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